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Introduction
Observably, there have been many controversies surrounding the legalization of marijuana in Canada, with different factions holding varying views of its legalization. Proponents of the idea of marijuana legalization have based their arguments, particularly on the positive impacts associated with its recreational use (Caulkins et al., 2016). In a sense, they have pointed out its medically beneficial impacts, ability to reduce the occurrence of backstreet crimes, and as a source of revenue for the government. However, there have been arguments against the legalization of marijuana, with arguments stating that marijuana is unsafe, and therefore its utilization should not be legitimized in Canada. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mental schemas allow individuals to form impressions about themselves and others; with these, they are able to predict future implications associated with an activity and use these implications to form judgments that particularly inform their decisions. It is important to note that, at times, people argue using mental shortcuts to assess the future implications of their judgments. Schemas generally represent the mental model of how we expect things to be (Fazio & Olson, 2003). For instance, because of schemas, some people believe that marijuana should just be legalized like the other drugs to achieve consistency. However, some people have objected to the idea of its legalization, particularly because of their mental representation.
In many situations, individuals apply the use of mental representations to arrive at the desired judgment. Based on mental schemas, people tend to make decisions depending on the implications associated with such decisions. For instance, proponents for marijuana legalization may have predicted more of the expected positive impacts associated with the legalization.
Arguments for Marijuana legalization
Proponents of the idea of marijuana legalization have pointed to the need for independence and freedom of each Canadian citizen. Predictions about the future are usually influenced by the impact bias. Proponents of the idea of marijuana legalization have overestimated the intensity of their feelings regarding the positive impacts associated with the legalization. For instance, they have argued that the legalization of the drug stands to add more revenue to the economy through the regulatory processes. They have pointed out that the previous laws that had illegalized marijuana were illegal, considering that the drug’s proven health benefits. They have observed that the legalization of marijuana, particularly for recreational purposes, holds peak importance. Observably, marijuana stands to be the least harmful drug considering that it can help in relieving pain, ease nausea resulting from chemotherapy, and treating muscle stiffness. It is worth noting that a significant number of Canadians are currently in support of the move to legalize the drug (Shnahan & Ritter, 2014). 
Proponents have argued that the legalization would present much more positive effects on society; for instance, the Canadian Department of Justice can effectively preserve the profits of the substance away from criminals and, most importantly, assuring the people of their health and safety by particularly limiting the number of people who have access to the substance. 
Proponents have argued that legalizing the drug would believably add billions of dollars into the economy. The government of Canada understands that removing the illegal label from the drug and regulating it like tobacco and alcohol would result in positive economic impacts on the Canadian economy (Todd, 2018). 

Arguments against the legalization
On the other opponents have argued that the relaxation of the prohibiting laws to legalize the drug would result in a number of negative consequences. In view of themselves and that of the others around them, opponents of marijuana legalization have applied the durability bias to inform their judgments, arguing that legalization of marijuana in Canada would result in much more negative implications than positive.  Some of them have argued that increased drug use could possibly lead to the development of mental disorders. Admittedly, the primary reason for objection is that its legalization will lead to increased access to the substance hence increased use. Also, it is not possible to assume the numerous potential negative impacts on the mental and physical health of the individuals. It is observed that marijuana has a direct impact on brain cells, which may cause many brain disorders, consequently leading to short-term memory loss (Wu et al., 2020). 
It is essential to note that in severe cases involving excessive use, marijuana can cause chemical imbalances in the brain resulting in severe cases of long-term memory loss. Medical practitioners have observed that there are higher risks of developing schizophrenia and loss of reality, especially among frequent users (Drug-Free World, 2020). Similarly, besides developing anxiety disorders, marijuana users are more likely to report thoughts of suicide in contrast to non-users.




Conclusion
Considering the presented facts, Canada's government is right in its decision to legalize marijuana use for recreational purposes. Canada's government has legalized marijuana use due to impact bias, which has generally overestimated the possible positive implications associated with this legalization. Through taxation of the marijuana sector, the government would have access to millions of dollars. Also, as an agriculturally produced plant, its growth and consumption would lead to job creations. In conclusion, to address the fundamental concerns regarding safety (Todd, 2018), I believe that the regulation of the marijuana sector would ensure proper testing of the marijuana products to determine if they meet the required standards necessary for sale in the legalized market. Summarily, due to the impact bias, proponents have held themselves in an overly optimistic light and have continued to advocate for the legalization of the drug. 
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